MEDICAL COMMITTEE FOR A NON-POLITICAL WHO _

9 EAST 40TH STREET « NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 - (212) 532-5005

June 28, 1978 .JUL»3 1978

Prof. Joshua Lederberg

Dept. of Genetics

Stanford University School of Medicine
Stanford, CA 940305

Dear Colleague:

On May 23 the World Health Organization adopted the enclosed "draft resolu-
tion" censuring Israel regarding the health conditions of the Arab popula-
tion in the occupied territories. This important U.N. humanitarian body
has been again manipulated to serve tendentious political interests unre-
lated to its work.

‘We believe that it is essential to protest this action, and have prepared
the enclosed statement to be sent to WHO headquarters, to colleagues in
other countires, and issued to the press.

Because of your distinctive position and your former or current work with
WHO your endorsement, in addition to ours as sponsors, would strengthen
the effectiveness of the message.

For your convenience a form for your signature has been included below the
statement. If you concur, kindly return it to us as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your support and cooperation. ,

Cordially yours,
'\‘ ‘[

\7L1ius Axelrod

JS/dh
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The WHO Resolution demonstrates once again that this specia]ized agency
of the United Nations, the source of pride for its many achievements in the
area of human health and welfare, has been diverted into the dangerous andb
sterile path that has affected other U.N. agencies in the past, transferring
their purpose from human welfare to that of partisan political warfare.

Peace in the Middle East will not be achieved by political resolutions
pushed through non-political organizations but by discussion and negotiation
of all the sensitive and delicate issues between the parties to the conflict

themselves.

I am pleased to endorse the above statement.

Name: Q,ﬁ/(,—-_«_a ®7
Institutiov:/ /gm/ﬁyé/@(,\ (//M,J/w;j;

(for 1deﬁtirication purposes only)/

Rookelelier
New York, NY 10021
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DF4FT RESOLUTION ' '
HER)LTH co«nxrzors OF THE &RtE POPULATISH IV THI JCCUPIZD £7e:
TERRITORIES INCLUDING PALESTINE .

_IalaIY~F19qr WOPLD HELLTH &SSEMBRLY,

RECLLLING RESOLUTION WH230.37, ¢DOPTED OK 1S ™ay }S77 £8D PFIVIZUS
RESCLUTIONS CONCERWNING HELLTH CONDITIONS OF BEFUGEES -£XD DISFL2CED
PERSONS, AND RZLEVANT RESOLUTIONG DOPTSD BY THE UNITID RATITNS
GENERAL ASSEMZLY AND THE COMMISSION ON MuMaN PIGHTS, .

ACTING IN ;ccoancscs VITH THE UNITED SeTIONS CHAtPTER, THE INTUSFSeY
-DECLARATION OF HUNMAN RIGHTS &ND GTHZR INTERKLTIONAL INSTRUMINTE,
PURSULNT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE GENZVA CONVENTIONS, %D IN BeFTIgiL
£P THE FOURTH GINEV2 COMVENTION RELLTIVE TO THS PEOTSCTION GF SIVILILN
" PEPSONS IN TIME OF VLR, OF 12 #UGUST 1949, L

TAKINEG ROTE OF THE PRINCIPLES SET raaru 1" THE CONSTIT "—73. 3T IHT
-WOPLD HEALTH ORGENIZATION, PARTICULLPLY THE PRINCIPLT THAT :EE,EE;LT;

OF ALL FECPLES IS FUNDANENTEL TO THE ‘17‘1"?""T OF PEeCZ t% ,
- SECURITY AND AWARE OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY FOP ENSURING PROPEP HIRLTH |
. cownz::o&s FOP ALL PEOPLES , PARTICULLPLY THOSE PEOPLIS SUFFTrivs
FROM EXCEPTIONLL SITUATIONS, ESFECIALLY FORTIGN OCCUPELTION &4T
SETTLER COLONI&LSIV :

'KAVIKG CONSIDERED THE-REPORT OF THE SPECIEL L'M”TTT:E 0F fyPzeTe
(- APPOINTED TO STUDY THE KEELTH COXDITIONS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THI
- CCCUPIED TERFITORIZS I¥ THE MIDDLE E4ST, INCLUDING FLLESTIKE
 (@OCUMENT 317313, :
BERING IN MIND THET THE SPECILL COMMITTEL OF EXPEPTS ¥eS UNAZLZ
TO_FULLY DETERNINE THE HE€LTH CONDITICHNS GF THT INHeZITENTS 57 TH(C%
TERRITORIZS DUS TO THE PREVITY OF ITS VISIT TJ THT BIGION ¥ T2
THE L&CK CF STATISTICS £ND DfT# ON THE SERVICES #VAILAELE THEFT

CONVIXCED TH#T THE OCCUPATION OF TERRITORIES BY FO:
THE HEALTH, SOCI&L, PSYCHOLOGICAL, MZNTAL -£NE PAYSIC
OF THE POPULATION UMNDER OCCUPATION &ND THeT THIS CaN EBE O
RECTIF I D “Y THE COMPLETE £¥D IMNrDILTb TERMINATION OF 1M

ECID” ‘ S 3 FIRST

(') T0 EXPP:SS ITS THANXS TO THE SPVCTﬁL COMVA T OF EXPEP?S Tre 118
EFFORBTS #T THIS STAGE, ‘ .

(") THaT THE COMM] TTEE CONTTNUV I1TS T‘QV LS PTFINED EY RESOLTICW
25,73 BEY VIRTUE CF WHICH IT WeS ESTLBLIHED £ND SUSSESUVINT FRISILUTIONS
END PURSJZ ITS STUDY OF THE HErLTH COKNDITIONS OF THE £F23 INHaTITexTS

OF THE OCCUPIZD ARAE TERRITORIZS.

SEconD
Te£IXG NOTE OF THE PEPDPT OF THT DIPSCTI®-GTNER2L OX HS2LTH £7€I5Tev-
€T T2 PEFUGTES &4D DISPLACED PEPSONS OF . THE £PAR POSULATION 1+ T47



SITURIIT TIPRITOTITI, TUCLNIING PalralINT

1, THPTISITI ITS APPSICIATION OF 4D IFFOMTS OF IHF DIITCIGE~ &
F32 THET IMALININTATION OF SISOLUTION Wda 30,37, #xp RIowEsis .t
HT CONTIMUT HIS COLLA3ISETION WITA THE PALISRTING LIRIPATIAN JDRGH
ZATIZY IS PUOVIDISG ALL SCICESAZY ASSISTYNCT TO AT PALISTINI P2
2., PTINTSTS THE DIRZCTIP-GINZPaL T2 CONTIWUEZ TO PROVI2Z JHI nalells
FUNDZ T8 IMPROVE TEE &ZSL )WNETI0NS O? TH: AZ33 PCALATICY I
9CCUPITO APa3 TERRITARIES T ZMSUFZ DISRYRSEMEINT OF THEZ
AFCREXINTIONZD FUNDS BNDLT CIPICT ad?:PUICL"Y OF THZ WQRLD X
CrGANT ’AT’O&, THRJUGH ITS PZSTNTATIVES. I\ THZ JCCULPIZD RA3

TIRRITORIZS, )
3. CILLS UPON THE DISECTCR- GENZIRAL OF THE WORLD HEALTH OREANIZITITS
19 EXIRT sLL TFFORTS I8 OPOZR T0 IWPROVI THI HIILTH CONDITIONS oF
THZ Q32 INHABITANTS I¥ THT OCCUPIZD ARS8 TIRRITIRIZS, INCLUDIN
BALESTINT, IV ACCORDAYCE WITH THT FINDINGS OF THZ SPECIAL COWMIT
0F EYPTRTS AND ITZ PECONMYZADATIONS, (D0CUMINT 331,37) IHAT HE M
USZ GF CONTPIBUIIGNS FRON SIUTRIYINTS, GOVEFWMENIIL 3¥) NOV-30VZf:-
STNTSL 0PGANIZATISNS AND_INDIVISYILS F02 THIS PUSPOSI, AVD THIT 4%
STT¥ ASSISTANCE IV THIS 3E§2TCT Fadm ARi3 CPBANIZATIONG IRKING

I8 THIS FISLD .INSIDE THZ GCCUSIED a3 TZARITORIZS, WITHOUT ane
INTEPUZNTION BY THE OCCUPYING 3UTHORITIZS.. . _

- THIRD
EXPRISSES ITS DEEP COWCIRY AT THT POOR HEMTH 3ND PSY HOLOGICSL

'QVDI;'O%S SUSFIRED SY THZ INHABITANTS OF THE OCCUPIED AFAB TERRITG-
RIES i - L.

-
Lo
.

2. COVDL*QN T"‘ Iﬂh"“’“?”lCTIC TO WHICH aARA3 PRISONEPS AND
DETAINZES ARZ SUSJECT=R 10 IN ISPS"LI PRISGNS, RESULTING IN TiE
GETESISPATION OF THZIR HIALTH, PSYCHOLOGICAL 3ND MEMTAL CONDITIZNG,
3. CONDEMNS ISPMEL FOR ITS 77 USal TO IMPLEMENT WOPLD HEALTH ASEINMILY
FTSOLTUIONS CALLING LPOM IT 10 ALLOY P7FUGEES aNp DI;?LA zh PTR3ONF
Td RSTURY TO THZIR HON~S, : .

4, CONDEMNS ISRAZL FOR ITS REFUSAL TO APPLY THE FOU°xH GENTVA
CONVENTION PILATIVE 10 THE PROTECTION OF ’I"ILIi“ PEIRSINS I¥ TidZ 75
ViR OF !9 AUGUST 1949, :

5. GALLS uPON ISEAaEL TO DESIST FORTHWITH FRO® TQE ESTABLISHENENT &7
S'TT“X'VLQ IV THE OSCUPISS aRad TERRITOPISS a)ND FROM BEQUISITICNING:
AND SONFISCATING ARSS LANDS FOP THE ESTISLISHIMENT OF THESE SETTLZ-

 MENTS, 84S THE ESTAELISHEMINT OF THESE SETTLEMINTS DIPRIVIS THT
INHAPITONTS OF THE OCCUPIZD TIPRITORIZIS OF THZIP RIGATS I¥ THEIR
© LAND AND PEOPZRTY AND THT ENJOYMENT OF THEIR NATURAL RISOGURCES,
-Ti_u_BY ATFECTING THEZ hrﬁLTr, PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SJCIJL LONDITLS-- oF
RGST INAABITANTS,

€., CI%SIDERS THAMT THE °rﬂalSTEHCE aF ISPIELI] OCCU?Ylﬂ 3UTF0?IT E

1% ITS APRITRARY PPACTICIS #FFECTING THT PHYSICaL, °, SOCISL ado -
PSYCHOLIOGICAL HISLTH CONRITIONS OF THI a7a3 INHJQIAQH'S CAANGINT
THE STRUCTUPT OF THT OCCUPIZD APa3 TERRITORIZS IS o Plxli? THAT
N:""°=IT‘TFq MEMBFR STATZS 10 CONSIDER TYZ aPPLICATION OF THZ

Z T SYRES STIPULATED I¥ T*- ua“q|7TUtIOV OF THE wWoPLD H:l'lh GP)"JL-
! ’ Ig".o -

. , FOL.rf ,
DENOUCING THE MILITARY ORSIR 745 OF 4 JANUSRY 1978 ISSUSD 3Y THE

!SP‘?LI MILITAPY COMY¥3YDER OF THT WIST BAaYX ZOYZ, COYCIRNING THI.

PRSCTISING aND THT LICINSINC OF MIDICAL AWD KHEATH .PRCFISSIONS 135
Tus V"T Bay¥ OF THE GCCUPIZD 4Ea” TZ3PITORIZS, THUS FURTHIR CHANGING
IN THZ LEGAL STRUCTURZ OF TRz IVSIIIUTIO\S OF THME OCLUPIZD TZPFRILC-

RIZS, IY PARTICULMR:

(3) CRANTING, WITAHOLDING 22 WITHDPAWING LIPCHCTS, co~1 ?!PY T2
CYXISTING AYMD ACTEPTED PR3FISSIONSL RAULES,

G) FOPCING THE MIGRATIIN IF aRa3 “:DIC3' 3ND H:‘LTd PIPSONNEY , anD
INPOSING PESTFICTIU? CINDITIZUS O THEE [NHMBITANTS 5 PIGANDS THZ

PPACTICI 9F THE “rr 1L 34D HIALTH PROFEZSSIGNS.

CALLS ¥23% ISRATL TO DISIST FORTHWITH FIIM CHIYGING THI LEGAL STriUs
SF BIDICAL AND HIALTH =°0=?s<11v< IN TAZ OCCUPIZD AR TIPRITIFIZS,
AN TO IMMERIATILY SULLIFY THE A7ORENTATIONED MILITARY ampIa AND
23Y ITHEZ® CIMILAP GPTEES.



MEDICAL COMMITTEE FOR A NON-POLITICAL WHO

9 EAST 40TH STREET - NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 « (212) 532-5005

Statement on Politicization of WHO

WHO was founded to be a specialized agency of the United Nations, td
care for the health and psychological welfare of the peoples of the world,
regardless of political considerations.

We are disturbed by the Resolution adopted by the Assembly of the
World Health Organization in Geneva 6n May 23, 1978, regarding the state of
the health services provided by Israel in the territories occupied by her
in the course of the June 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

The WHO Resolution makes statements and draws inferences that are
neifher truthful nor justified. The accusation that the inhabitants of these
territories suffer poor health and psycho]ogica1 conditions flouts the find-
ings of the WHO Committee which twice visited the territories and received
the cooperation of the Israeli authorities in its'work, and which, in its re-
port, though basically hostile to the Israeli authorities, could not ignoré
mention of the positi?e improvements seen to have taken place in the area of
health care and health services since June 1967. The Resolution's accusation
that the Israeli military authorities are changing the legal status of the
medical and health professions-in the territories and thereby forcing migra-
tion of Arab medical and health personnel has no basis in reality.

The recent WHO Resolution, in calling for immediate Israeli withdrawal
from the territories and making additional political demands, entirely dis-

regards the aims and objectives of the World Health Organization.
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